LEAD MEMBER FOR ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH

DECISIONS made by the Lead Member for Adult Social Care and Health, Councillor Carl
Maynard, on 4 June 2025 at Remote Meeting via Microsoft Teams

Councillors Cross, Denis and Geary spoke on item 4 (see minute 5)

1. DECISIONS MADE BY THE LEAD MEMBER ON 11 MARCH 2025

1.1 The Lead Member approved as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 11
March 2025.

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

2.1 There were none.

3. URGENT ITEMS

3.1 There were none.

4. REPORTS

4.1 Reports referred to in the minutes below are contained in the minute book.



5. PROPOSED CONSULTATION IN RELATION TO THE FUTURE OF THE CIRCLE
ROOM YOUNG PERSONS SEXUAL HEALTH CLINIC IN LEWES

5.1 The Lead Member considered a report by the Director of Adult Social Care and Health.
DECISIONS
5.2 The Lead Member RESOLVED to:

(2) Agree to the Council undertaking a targeted consultation in respect of the proposal to
close the drop-in sexual and reproductive health service provided at the Circle Room in Lewes;
and

2) note that a further report setting out the outcome of the consultation will be presented to
the Lead Member once the consultation has completed.

REASONS

5.3 Given the Council’s current financial circumstances, the ‘best value’ duty to secure
continuous improvement having regard to a combination of economy, efficiency and
effectiveness and the Council Priority to ‘make best use of resources, now and in the future’, it is
necessary that all the services commissioned by the Council are kept under review. It has been
identified that the drop-in services at the Circle Room are potentially no longer as essential or
cost effective as originally modelled given the shift in the cohort of users and the range of
suitable alternative services that are now available (including the face-to-face sexual health
specialist service, the Council’s online offer, sexual health provision by local pharmacies and
sexual health provision by GP practices, amongst others).

5.4 Having considered the nature of the service, the cohort of users, the value of the
contract and the likely impact of any closure, undertaking a full public consultation would likely
be a disproportionate use of resources. However, it is important, given the potential service
closure, that the Council undertakes some form of engagement to understand the views of
service users and the impact the proposal would have on them. Consequently, a targeted
consultation focussing on the users of the service is considered a proportionate approach. An
Equality Impact Assessment will also be undertaken by the Council ahead of any final decision
on the proposal.



